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RECESSED REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2022, AT 6:00 P. M.

CITY HALL, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI

The City Council of the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, met at City Hall in a recessed
regular meeting on Tuesday, March 15, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Willis called the meeting to
order with the following officials present:

Mayor Jay Willis 
Councilman Patrick Gatchell 
Councilman Michael Hyde   
Councilman Felix Fornett
Councilman Johnny Walker
Councilman Matt Parker
Councilman Chris Blythe

City Manager Michael Silverman
City Attorney Michael Moore
City Clerk Karen Kennedy 
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*****

Mayor Willis welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The invocation was given by Derrick 
Waffle.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Blythe.

*****

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:

Councilman Parker made a motion to accept the agenda with the following amendment:

(a) Michael Silverman, City Manager, added Item 9.b (Resolution Terminating 
Contract with Waste Pro of Mississippi, Inc.).

The motion was seconded by Councilman Blythe and received the following vote:  
Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker 
“AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 03-15-2022)

*****

ADDRESS THE COUNCIL:

Richard Lucas gave the annual update for the Pascagoula Strategic Steering Committee.

Michael Silverman, Executive Director for the Pascagoula Redevelopment Authority 
(PRA), gave the PRA monthly project update.  Mr. Silverman announced four (4) resumes were 
received for the open PRA Board position.

Mayor Willis recognized Charlotte Waldrop, a 6th grader from the Pascagoula School 
District, who was in attendance for a project in her IDEAS class.

*****

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Janice Hale from South Mississippi Planning and Development District gave a brief 
presentation regarding their Senior Community Service Program (SCSEP).

*****

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Councilman Parker recused himself during the following discussion and left the meeting.

            A public hearing was held regarding a request from applicant, Mike Roblin, to rezone 
the northern portion of the subject property from MR-3 (Mixed Residential 3) District to 
Community Commercial (CC) District; bearing Parcel ID No. 41230165.050.  Josh Church, 
Building Official, discussed the request with the Council.  The Planning Board voted 3-1 to 
recommend that the rezoning request be approved.  Duncan Noble spoke in favor of the 
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rezoning request.  No one was present to speak against the request to rezone to Community 
Commercial (CC) District.

The Ordinance is spread on the minutes as follows:
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  Councilman Parker returned to the meeting.

*****

A public hearing was held regarding a request from Jose Blanco for a 250-foot variance 
and a special use permit for an auto sales or rental business in a Community Commercial (CC) 
District at 2033 Old Mobile Highway.  Josh Church, Building Official, discussed the request 
with the Council.  Mr. Church recommended denial of this request for a special use permit.    
The Planning Board voted 4-0 to deny the requests for a 250-foot variance and special use 
permit.  Jose Blanco’s representative addressed the Council regarding these requests.  No one 
spoke against the requests for the variance or the special use permit.
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Councilman Parker made a motion to accept the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation to deny the 250-foot variance request for 2033 Old Mobile Highway because it 
does not meet the zoning requirements.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett and 
received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, 
Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 03-15-2022) 

Councilman Parker made a motion to accept the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation to deny the special use permit request for 2033 Old Mobile Highway because it 
does not meet the zoning requirements.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Blythe and 
received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, 
Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 03-15-2022) 

*****

The consent agenda was considered at this time:

Councilman Parker made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda, as presented.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Blythe and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis 
“AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker 
“AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 03-15-2022)
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*****

CITY MANAGER:
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The first item for consideration was a Resolution Providing Preliminary Approval for Tax 
Abatement Request from Delmas Real Estate, LLC, as presented by Michael Silverman, City 
Manager. 

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

The next item for consideration was a Resolution Terminating Contract with Waste Pro of 
Mississippi, Inc., as presented by Michael Silverman, City Manager.

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

CITY ATTORNEY:

The next item for consideration was an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 22, Article II, of 
Ordinances regarding the Use and Management of Machpelah Cemetery and the Sale of Blocks 
and Plots, as presented by Michael Moore, City Attorney. 

The Ordinance is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

DOCKET OF CLAIMS:

The Order for the docket of claims for March 15, 2022, is spread on the minutes as 
follows:
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The above Order was introduced by Councilman Parker, seconded for adoption by 
Councilman Fornett, and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE” Councilmen 
Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe 
“AYE”.  So, ordered this the 15th day of March, 2022.

*****

MAYOR/COUNCIL ITEMS:

Councilman Parker reported on the tremendous increase of players for the Pascagoula 
Youth Baseball League.  He also reported that Opening Ceremonies were held on Saturday and 
the event was a great success.  

*****
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Councilman Fornett made a motion to enter a closed session to determine whether or not 
to declare an executive session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Parker, and received 
the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett 
“AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 03-15-2022)

*****

Councilman Parker made a motion to go into executive session for transaction of 
business and discussions regarding expansion of business or industry regarding Hotel Whiskey 
Tri-Party Agreement presentation; transaction of business and discussions regarding expansion 
of business or industry regarding infrastructure development projects; potential litigation related 
to Ingalls Avenue Road Improvements; and potential litigation regarding multi-family housing 
regulations.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  
Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker 
“AYE”, Parker “AYE”, and Blythe “AYE”.  Council voted to enter executive session regarding 
these items because discussion of said items in open session could be detrimental to the City and 
discussion of the potential litigation items in an open meeting could be detrimental to the City’s 
litigation position.  Michael Silverman, City Manager, announced to the public and those in 
attendance that the Council had voted to go into executive session for the purposes stated above. 
The Council then began executive session.  (Approved 03-15-2022)

Councilman Parker left the meeting.

*****
Councilman Gatchell made a motion to close executive session and return to open 

session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Blythe and received the following vote:  
Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker 
“AYE”, Parker “ABSENT”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 03-15-2022)

No formal action was taken in executive session.
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*****

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to amend the agenda to add consideration of a 
Resolution Approving Budget Modification 5 for Ingalls Avenue.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Fornett and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen 
Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “ABSENT”, and Blythe 
“AYE”.  (Approved 03-15-2022)

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows:
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*****

Councilman Fornett made a motion to amend the agenda to add consideration of a 
Resolution Approving Overstreet & Associates Task Order No. 1-E.  The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Gatchell and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen 
Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “ABSENT”, and Blythe 
“AYE”.  (Approved 03-15-2022)

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows: 
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*****

Councilman Gatchell made a motion to amend the agenda to add consideration of a 
Resolution Approving Necaise Brothers Construction Co., Inc. Change Order No. 5.  The motion
was seconded by Councilman Walker and received the following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, 
Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett “AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker 
“ABSENT”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 03-15-2022)

The Resolution is spread upon the minutes as follows: 
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*****

There being no further business to come before the Council tonight, Councilman Gatchell
made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fornett and received the 
following vote:  Mayor Willis “AYE”, Councilmen Gatchell “AYE”, Hyde “AYE”, Fornett 
“AYE”, Walker “AYE”, Parker “ABSENT”, and Blythe “AYE”.  (Approved 03-15-2022)

The meeting ended at 8:51 p.m.
APPROVED:

_______________________________________
Jay Willis, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________
Karen Kennedy, City Clerk




